
Growing for the World    Une croissance axée sur le monde 

CANADIAN SEED TRADE ASSOCIATION 
L’ASSOCIATION CANADIENNE DU COMMERCE DES SEMENCES 
2039 Robertson Road, Suite 505  Ottawa, Ontario K2H 8R2 
Tel: 613-829-9527  Fax: 613-829-3530  www.cdnseed.org  Email: csta@cdnseed.org 
 

 
NEWS RELEASE 

 
Coexistence Plan for Alfalfa Hay in Western Canada now available 

 
Ottawa: April 29, 2016 – Following extensive consultation with stakeholders along the alfalfa hay 
production chain in Western Canada, a Coexistence Plan for Alfalfa Hay in Western Canada is now 
available.   
 
Recognizing that GM development of alfalfa and other crop kinds will continue, the Canadian Seed Trade 
Association (CSTA) agreed to facilitate a value chain process to develop a coexistence plan for 
conventional, organic and GM alfalfa production, first in Eastern Canada in 2013, and now in Western 
Canada.  
 
Many experts contributed to the development of the Western coexistence plan and voluntary Best 
Management Practices (BMP’s), including forage specialists, alfalfa producers, seed companies and 
honey producers. The group reviewed the biology of alfalfa in Canada and alfalfa hay production 
systems, and tailored the BMP’s to the specific needs of Western Canada. The plan does not advocate 
for or against the commercialization of GM alfalfa, or favor any one system. The result is a science-based 
document designed to help farmers understand and incorporate the voluntary BMP’s into their crop 
management system, whether conventional, organic or GM.  
 
“CSTA is happy to have facilitated this meaningful stakeholder process,” said Scott Horner, CSTA 
president. “With stakeholder cooperation, solutions to help producers be successful with the system 
that best fits their needs can be found. We encourage everyone to view the Plan as an important 
component of successful alfalfa hay production in Western Canada.” 
 
The Coexistence Plan for Alfalfa Hay in Western Canada, containing background on alfalfa production 
systems in Western Canada, the principles of coexistence, and Best Management Practices can be found 
at cdnseed.org.  
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Please contact Teresa Neuman, Manager, Stakeholder Relations: 613-829-9527 (office): 613-297-6638 
(cell); or tneuman@cdnseed.org to arrange an interview with a CSTA representative. 
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