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CSTA Future Influencers 

GrowCanada® 2014 
 
CSTA is very pleased to sponsor three bright and talented young people to represent the views of youth at 
this year’s GrowCanada® Conference in Ottawa.  Candidates were asked to apply with a very short essay 
following the theme of this year’s conference.  They were asked “Why should we be optimistic about 
agriculture in Canada.”   Based on these essays they were interviewed and the participants for the 
conference were chosen.   They wrote their own biographies for the conference, and their essays are 
attached. 

CSTA’s 2014 Future Influencers are: 

Bailey Gitzel, Graysville, Manitoba (Chaperone: Roseanne Massinon) 

Bailey Gitzel is a Grade 11 student at Carman Collegiate.  She lives on a grain and former potato farm in 
Graysville, Manitoba.  On the farm, she enjoys beekeeping, raising chickens for eggs, and riding her two 
horses. Bailey sat beside her dad in the tractor at the age of 3 months in a car seat and now she sits behind 
the wheel by herself. Bailey is a member of her school's Enviroclub and the president of the La Riviere 4H 
Beef Club. In her spare time she enjoys playing soccer, baseball, figure skating, and skiing. During the 
summer break, Bailey lifeguards at the local pool and works for her grandfather's aerial application 
business. Bailey Gitzel is 100% farm raised. 

Cameron Choquette, Kelvington, Saskatchewan (Chaperone: Richard Choquette) 

Cameron Choquette resides in Kelvington; a small town in East Central Saskatchewan. He is 18 years old 
and is a triplet in his family of six. He has been involved with the 4‐H program for over 12 years and 
continues to be very active in his community;  serving on committees and volunteering at many activities. 
Cameron's future plans include getting a bachelors degree in business administration. He strongly believes 
in getting involved with as much as you can. Growing up on a farm means that  he has an extensive 
agricultural background and he is very proud of his public speaking skills.  

Karly Rumpel, Craven, Saskatchewan (Chaperone: Tammy Rumpel) 

Karly Rumpel is a Grade 12 Student at Lumsden Highschool in Saskatchewan. She has lived on a 
commercial cattle and grain farm for her whole life.   Karly has been in 4‐H for 10 years and has been part 
of the beef project for the last 7 years. Aside from 4‐H she is active in other extracurricular activities 
including softball, curling, badminton, and yearbook. Karly has 3 younger siblings that have taught her a 
lot of patience over the years. Karly plans to attend the University of Guelph in the fall to work towards a 
degree in agricultural science 
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With all of the Challenges in the world today, is there reason for  
Canadian Agriculture to be optimistic? 

  

Bailey Gitzel, Graysville, Manitoba 

I strongly believe that Canadian agriculture should be optimistic. Food is the number one concern to our 
planet and its people. With our world’s growing population, we need to take action today and figure out 
ways to produce enough food without destroying our planet. The Canadian agriculture community must 
rise to the challenge in order to successfully feed Canadians as well as Earth’s increasing population. 

I come from a former potato farm in Manitoba.  As a child I watched our farm grow and prosper but I also 
watched our contracts get cut and the farm fail. Among potato growers we were on the smaller scale and 
farmed 1000 acres a year. In 2003 we built a new potato shed; the following year our white potato 
contract was cut and it decreased ten to fifteen percent every year. Before the cuts, we had an 80 000 bag 
contract and by 2009 we were down to 25 000 bags. In 2009, we were forced to sell the potato shed and a 
quarter section of land.  

Despite our challenges, we still farm 240 acres of grains and have changed some of our practices to be 
more sustainable. Today, we still farm the land that my great grandfather homesteaded on and hope to 
farm the land for many more generations. I think to be able to support the future population, Canadian 
agriculture companies need to continue to support smaller scale family farms and encourage Canada’s 
younger population to become farmers. We can also have more efficient farms that use the land to 
produce higher yields on the same acreage in a sustainable manner, which in turn will create more jobs.  

By 2050 the U.N. predicts the human population to increase to 9 billion people. We will have to almost 
double the world’s crop production to feed this incredible amount of people. Our earth is diverse in many 
ways but not all our large scale farms are. Some farms only produce one crop.  The major crops produced 
in Canada are wheat, canola, and corn. I believe by diversifying more of Canada’s farms we will become 
more sustainable.  

On our farm we grow soybeans, canola, or wheat depending on the year. We also grow a large garden and 
I have five honey bee hives to help with pollination and to produce honey. I raise chickens for both meat 
and eggs, and we have a small herd of cattle. By diversifying our farm, my family is able to produce food 
to feed ourselves and others. By doing this on a larger scale using our land sustainably I believe Canada 
could easily do this as well. If our farmers can produce enough food for us then we can easily export more 
food to help feed the earth’s growing population.  

Agriculture is a huge part of Canada and we should continue to increase Canada’s crop yields and exports 
to help Canada’s agriculture society grow. I believe we should be optimistic about Canadian agriculture 
as we encourage more Canadians to join the agriculture community, diversify our farms, and use our land 
in a sustainable way.  

 

  



 

Growing for the World    Une croissance axée sur le Monde 
 

Agriculture and Optimism 

Cameron Choquette, Kelvington, Saskatchewan 

Agriculture in Canada and optimism go hand in hand nowadays. Canadian farmers are exuberant over 
high cattle and grain prices. Our farmers are tenacious and fight for what they believe in. The 2013 -2014 
crop year was one for the record books and the agriculture industry in Canada is going nowhere but up. 
Agriculture is the backbone of this nation; it was where it all began.  

Canada is the world’s fifth-largest exporter of agriculture and agri-food products and contributes over two 
million jobs to the Canadian economy. With all of the challenges in today’s society Canadian agriculture 
can be optimistic for a number of reasons. We have a strong economy with an average inflation of two 
percent which means that the demand for our food and food products will continue to grow. By 2050 the 
world’s food supply will double and Canadian agriculture has plenty of room to grow and prosper to help 
meet that need.  Agriculture in Canada has been expanding in recent months with the opening of the 
Canadian Beef Centre for Excellence in Calgary, Alberta, the expansion of the beef show at Canadian 
Western Agribition, and we are soon to benefit from the World Trade Organization’s ruling on Country of 
Origin Labelling (COOL).  

Provinces all over Canada are going on extensive trade missions to countries such as China and Japan to 
tout Canada’s top quality agriculture products. Canada can be optimistic because of the next generation of 
youth that are interested in the agriculture industry, these young people are involved with agriculture 
programs such as 4-H, youth breed associations, and judging competitions. These young people will lead 
our economy to produce more food and more products that will help Canada grow on a global scale.  

Programs such as Agri-Invest, Agriculture More than Ever, and Ag in the Classroom contribute to the 
growth of Canadian agriculture by educating our urban citizens on the importance of food production and 
the impact that it has on everyone.  

There is a growing trend among Canadians; people want to know where their food came from and how it 
got to their plate. New companies such as Prairie Fresh Food Corporation (PFFC):  a company made up 
of sixteen local growers spread across Saskatchewan, that market fresh produce all across western Canada 
through Federated Cooperative Ltd. This company is showing Canadians that food can be grown locally 
in a sustainable manner and that it doesn’t have to come from another country.  

According to Statistics Canada, 98% of all farms are family owned and will continue to span the next 
twenty years as family farms; this guarantees Canada as a leading trader in the agriculture industry for 
decades to come. Even though there are a number of challenges in the world today Canada’s agriculture 
industry can be optimistic because we have the best technology, regulations, and standards that help us to 
produce the highest quality in agriculture and agri-food products."   
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Optimism, a Farmer’s Favorite Word 

Karly Rumpel, Craven, Saskatchewan 

Drought, flood, disease… The list of tragedies striking the world and affecting agriculture today is 
endless. One never sees a farmer hanging up his hat and giving up. The farmers of Canada know that 
there will always be a reason to go on.  The agricultural business in Canada is faced with many challenges 
on a daily basis. The majority of these challenges are weather related.   

The good news is, agriculture is also given many opportunities.  The agricultural business is one of the 
few whose longevity is unbounded.  The world will always need agriculture and Canadian agriculture is 
unique to other countries.  Canada produces many different types of crops. It is thought that the crops are 
limited, but due to new technologies, Canadian farmers are able to grow crops not thought to be able to 
withstand the harsh climate and short growing season.  With all the technology constantly advancing, 
farming is no longer considered to be a farmer’s only job; they are also businessmen, chemists, 
veterinarians, genetic engineers, geologists, botanists, and biologists.  Rather than farmers being 
uneducated as they were in the past, many farmers have gone to university for a degree in agricultural 
science or business.  This proves how much farming has changed over the years.   

Agriculture is a business which generates billions of dollars in economic activity every year. It also 
provides many job opportunities, with stats like in 2008, 1 out of every 8 careers was in agriculture, and 
that number continues to climb.  Luckily for Canadian Agriculture, food is in high demand across the 
globe due to the growing population. With the vast amount of different crops and animals that are able to 
thrive in Canada, agriculture is very optimistic. 

Although Canada has a vast land base, and is advancing the technologies in order to grow more, much 
more effort needs to be put in to meet the demands of the world's growing population. Agriculture is such 
a big business that consists of everything from fisheries to veterinarians, from turf grass to crop dusting.  
All across Canada these forms of agriculture are present and Canadians are becoming increasingly 
familiar with what agriculture really is.   

Students look more towards a career in agriculture due to the amplified knowledge and education 
revolving around agriculture.  Not only do science classes have sections about agriculture, there are 
camps and conferences that focus on sustainability in agriculture, and  programs dedicated to teaching 
Canada’s youth about one of the most important businesses in the world.  Another reason for agriculture 
to stay optimistic is the advances in the use of by-products, such as adding straw to plastic for automobile 
parts.  Agriculture is constantly growing across the globe. 

Canadian agriculture has countless reasons to stay optimistic. Education is focusing in on agriculture 
more than ever. The world is coming to the understanding of why agriculture is so important. The need 
for it is forever growing. Technology is changing to keep up with the world’s demands. Canada is in a 
great position for job opportunities, the economy, technological advances, and education. Farmers and all 
others in the agricultural business will continue to stay optimistic for years to come, and will never cave 
to the challenges they face.  
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